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This weekend sees the start of our annual 

awareness week and Wednesday is of course 23rd 

February, Rotary Day... 

 

Thanks for Life has arrived! 
Clubs across RIBI have geared themselves up to 

spread the word about what Rotary does and how 

ordinary men and women can get involved with 

local service activities. 

 

School children are doing their bit to raise money 

for End Polio Now through a variety of fundraising 

activities such as wearing purple ‘uniforms’ and 

holding sponsored purple pinkie events. 

 

Thanks for Life Bookmarks have been distributed to 

Districts and the TfL DVD is available for download, 

leaflets and posters are with the Clubs so what next 

– our final push... 

 

This year, the final push is a promotional/PR one 

and it’s well underway. The RIBI PR & Marketing 

department have sent out press releases to the 

national papers (one per week for the last four 

weeks) and on 23rd February, Rotary Day national 

adverts will be running in the Guardian, Times, 

Independent, Telegraph and Irish newspapers. The 

adverts back up the work of Clubs who have 

obtained editorial in their local press, showing the 

national impact of Rotary across Great Britain and 

Ireland.  

 

So go on, add your final push to 

the 2011 Thanks for Life 

campaign and tell the world 

what you are doing in the name  

of Rotary! 

Public donations now online  

 

We’re delighted to announce that RIBI can now 

accept text donations for RFUK and specifically for 

Polio Plus.  

 

There are four ways that donations can be received: 

 

� Cheque 

� Standing Order 

� Text 

� Online 

 

Check out the two links below, for full detail: 

 

http://www.ribi.org/foundation/donations 

http://www.ribi.org/thanks-for-life/how-to-donate 

 

 

 

 

 

Why not make use 

of the TfL Bookmarks 

to raise those extra 

funds for End Polio 

Now? 

 

Donations of Just 

20p each would raise 

another £51k...! 
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Fundraisers choose Rotary... 

 

There are some great personal challenges being 

carried out in the name of Rotary and in particular 

for End Polio Now. Here are two stories about 

people willing to go the extra mile to close that final 

gap in the Polio eradication programme. 

 

Margaret Rodgers is taking part in the 11-12 Clipper 

Round the World Challenge. Herself a Polio survivor, 

Margaret says ‘I am so lucky that despite having had 

polio, I am fit and able bodied enough to be able 

to fulfill this dream…’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to support Margaret and read her 

story visit www.justgiving.com/Margaret-Rodgers  

 

 

Iain Wilson is raising money for Thanks for Life by 

running the Edinburgh marathon. 

 

Iain’s goal is ‘to raise 

enough money for 50,000 

vaccines as my company 

will double what I earn’.  

 

Further matched funding 

for the Gates Challenge – 

FANTASTIC! 

 

The marathon will take 

place on Sunday 22nd 

May 2011. 

How else can we support Thanks for Life 

and End Polio Now? 

 

Through the initiative of Paul and Jannine Birtwistle 

of the Rotary Club of Guernsey, a fantastic selection 

of End Polio Now products have been produced 

with ALL profits going to End Polio Now through the 

Rotary Club of Guernsey.  

Click here to visit their online shop where you can 

view the full range of balloons, badges, bags, teddy 

bears, DVDs, caps, fleeces, hats, stationery, pens, 

polo shirts, stickers, sweatshirts, hoodies, torches... 

whatever you need, with prominent 'End Polio Now' 

logos. 

Musical Fundraising... 

 

The Sing to Save CD is available 

to purchase (£6 incl.p&p) from: 

 

D1250 TFL Coordinator William 

Harmsworth 

2 East Barn, Greens Farm, 

Rusper Road, Newdigate, 

Dorking, Surrey, RH5 5BE 

Tel +44 (0) 1306 631026 

Email william1250@btinternet.com  

 

A CD compilation by Rotarian David Biermann and 

his wife Susan: 13 tracks of violin/piano pieces 

ranging from film to folk to classical. Priced at £6 

incl. p&p to order contact: 

 

David Biermann 

Easington and Peterlee Rotary Club  

4 Nursery Gardens 

Easington Village 

Co Durham  SR8 3UY 

phone 0191 5270330 
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Working Together 

 

Thanks for Life is truly a ‘complete’ Rotary project 

encompassing younger generations and the local 

and international communities. Through community 

engagement, clubs will be able to create 

opportunities to attract new members into Interact, 

Rotaract and Rotary, plus each event or activity 

should attract some great publicity, raising the 

profile of our Rotary work. 

 

From the Foundation perspective, End Polio Now 

(EPN) is the financial beneficiary, so the US$200 

million Challenge gets closer and your fund raising 

events this February and beyond will help us to 

achieve that goal.  

 

The Membership Dividend  

When you planted your crocus bulbs you engaged 

with school teachers, parents, community group 

leaders, business people and many others - were 

they interested in knowing more about Rotary? 

 

Obviously the main focus of your activity and 

discussion was about The Big Bulb Plant and our End 

Polio Now Campaign but we should always plan to 

gain the membership dividend from every activity - 

including Rotary Day – Thanks for Life.  

 

In February you’ll be meeting some of those people 

again, they may be interested in joining! All 

you need to do is to be ready to recognise interest 

in Rotary from whoever you meet; be ready to talk 

to them about the great fun and sense of 

achievement we all get from being in Rotary, the 

terrific people we meet, the difference we can make 

to people either locally or further afield, the chance 

to put something back into the community. 

 

Stress that we welcome men and women of all ages. 

Please have some "Join Rotary & Make a world of 

difference" leaflets with you ready to hand out.  

  

 

 

Remember too that you are not necessarily 

recruiting for your own club. Think wider. The 

person you meet may prefer a different club so, by 

giving them the RIBI leaflet, you give them the 

chance to research any club and, if they are 

interested, to enter their details into the "How to 

Join" page of www.ribi.org .  

 

You never know. Somebody may be entering their 

details there now because someone from another 

club handed out the leaflet to someone from your 

locality and you may hear from RIBI any minute. 

 

Invite your Membership Development Team to 

help you attract new members… 

 

There are so many ways possibilities with the 

marketing and activities that you are doing in your 

local community.  

 

Let’s keep that motivation and creativity going 

throughout all that we do; ensure that ‘Rotary’ is at 

the heart of your community... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Tips to Maximise the Return 


